Background: Irish policy promotes community living by people with intellectual disabilities (ID), in a move away from congregation/segregation of the past. This follows policy elsewhere and adheres to principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (CRPD), and is supported by a body of literature reporting better objective outcomes in community settings. Within this discourse, community is assumed as a spatial concept that roughly equates to one's locality or neighbourhood. However, in sociology it has long been accepted that locality is just one aspect of community, and that community is more defined by relationships, bonding and belonging.
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Methods: Data from three waves (2010-2017) of a longitudinal study in Ireland explored rates of community engagement by people with ID aged 40 years and above (n = 609). Variables representing both spatial and relational concepts of community were analysed, and associations with key demographic variables explored. Findings were contextualised with comparison from general population data. Results: People with ID living in community settings continue to have higher rates of social and community engagement than those in institutions; though overall there has been little change between 2010 and 2017, which coincides with the introduction of deinstitutionalisation policy in 2011. Similarly, there has been little change in overall rates of engagement with family and friends. Older people with ID remains worse off than the general population on both fronts. However, new data shows older people with ID have good friendships. Conclusions: While a move from congregated residential settings to community living has been a welcome policy development in Ireland, residence in one's local community must be seen as a starting point for 'community' rather than an end point. Future efforts should be focused, therefore, on maintaining existing and developing new relationships for people with ID as they age within their local communities.
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